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"One Voice, One Team, One Mission: Student Achievement!"

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Mr. Earnest C. Toliver, Principal

Welcome to the 2011-2012 school year! I trust you have
taken every opportunity to read, relax, and spend quality
time with family and friends over the summer. I also hope
that you are looking forward to the school year with the
same enthusiasm as the teachers and staff. Our enrollment
is going up, up, up! Our class sizes will be adjusted as
needed in the upcoming weeks.

We have spent this summer designing and improving our
school wide programs so that every student reaches their
potential. This year we have added STEM (Science
Technology Engineering Math) Magnet Program. We have
two brand new state of the art Apple computer labs to help
provide curriculum that is on the cutting edge, both in the
state and in the nation.

September has us "Making a Mark on a Good Book!"
Students will design bookmarks based on their favorite
book. Reading teachers will roll out complete instructions
and contest rules. All bookmarks are due Wednesday,
September 7th.

We are very excited to have Mr. Andrew Bronstein

onboard as the sixth grade administrator. He will work
closely with the 6th graders students, parents, faculty, and

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

staff to ensure that the 6th graders have a smooth
transition to middle school.

Students you will be meeting new people and making new
friends. Your classes might be filled with strangers, but
after a day or two, you will have new friends in each class.
You will receive an agenda/planner book especially made
for middle school students. Please use the planner to help
organize your assignments, tests, etc. It is also an excellent
tool for parents and teachers to communicate with each
other.

Margate Middle views parents and guardians as our
partners in the educational process. I encourage you to
attend as many of our school activities as possible. Each of
these activities from sports, to parent nights, to student
performances will help give you a better feel for the
Margate educational culture. Please visit Margate Middle
School's website on a regular basis to stay informed on the
latest MMS news and upcoming school events.

I encourage all parents and guardians to play an active role
in the education of our students. Please get involved with
our PTSA, SAC/SAF parent groups. Best wishes to the
entire Margate Middle School community for another great
school year.

Date Event

Time / Location

August 30 PTSA / SAC / SAF Meeting

6:30 PM / Media Center

September 1

Papa John's Night, Margate Store

4:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Fall Picture Day

September 5 Holiday No School

September 8 7th & 8th Grade Open House 6:30 PM

September 12 - 14 District Benchmark Assessment (Reading & Math)

September 11 Patriotic Observance: A Day To Remember

September 22 Early Release Dismissal at 1:45 PM
September 22 5t Annual Curriculum Carnival 6:00 - 8:30 PM
September 23 Interim Reports Issued

September 27 PTSA / SAC / SAF Meeting 6:30 PM / Media Center
September 29 Day Off No School




WELCOME TO THE 2011 - 2012 SCHOOL YEAR

North Area Superintendent, Sharon K. Airaghi

Welcome to the start of the 2011-2012 school year! The
summer has gone by quickly and we are anxious to
welcome our students back. The FCAT grades were
received in June and we are very proud of all our North
Area schools and their progress. Please be aware that high
school grades will be issued in the fall under the new
grading system.

We are very excited to announce the following new
principals for our Area:

Janette Hameister - Atlantic West Elementary

Barbara Rothman - Forest Hills Elementary

Dr. Laurel Crowle - Morrow Elementary

Marisa Fishlock - Tedder Elementary

James Cecil - Sawgrass Springs Middle

Principals new to their schools are:
Camille Pontillo - Coral Park Elementary
Dr. Victoria Thurston - Deerfield Beach Elementary
Michael Breslaw - Tradewinds Elementary
Scott Fiske - Coconut Creek High

As we begin the new school year, we are facing many
challenges in funding. This is the year of the funding cliff
as the stimulus funds, Jobs Bill and many other financial
sources are no longer included in school budgets. Please
be assured that our administrators and dedicated staffs
are committed to providing the same high quality
education as in the past. [ encourage you to become
involved as a volunteer, PTA member, SAC or SAF member.
We truly need your support during these challenging
times.

Throughout the school year our North Area website posts
information regarding the Parent Advisory meetings, as
well as other information of interest to you and your
families. Look usup at:
http://www.broward.k12.fl.us/northareaoffice/

I wish you and your children an exciting and successful
2011-2012 school year!

BENCHMARK ASSESSMENT TEST
Reading & Math

September 12-14, 2011

2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR

Mrs. Itty, 8th Grade Assistant Principal

The school year is off to a wonderful start. We had a
fabulous turnout at our 6th grade Open House. I want to
thank all of our parents for coming out to this wonderful
event. 7th & 8th grade open house will take place on
September 8, 2011.

By attending important school functions, you show your
children the importance of the home school connection. As
parents, you need to establish with your children the
importance of getting a good education and developing a
lifelong appreciation for learning. It is essential to
continue the learning at home by reinforcing the education
that your children receive in the classroom. Please ensure
that your children complete their homework every day
and read for a minimum of 20 minutes a night. Set aside a
specific time every evening for homework, without
interference from television, video games, phones calls and
text messaging. We need to work together to educate the
children of our community. [ thank you for your support
and look forward to seeing you and your family thrive this
school year.

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

Our Guidance Department is dedicated to uphold and
support Margate Middle school mission. Our department
support students, parents, faculty, and administration in
finding ways of teaching and learning and what is best for
kids.
Rosemary Miranda
Guidance Director, 8th Grade Counselor - 754-322-3838
Jacqueline Hudson-Dixon
7th Grade Counselor - 754-322-3835
Debra Zalman
6% Grade Counselor - 754-322-3831
Nancy LaMarca
Guidance Secretary - 754-322-3833

SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

Ms. Coletti, 7th Grade Assistant Principal

Your child may be eligible to receive free tutoring though
the Supplemental Educational Services (SES) program for
the 2011 - 2012 school year.

How does my child qualify?

Students who are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch
and who attend Title I schools that failed to make
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) for five years or more are
eligible for these services. Your child’s school receives
federal Title I funds to assist students in meeting state
achievement standards.

What is SES?

SES is a program that offers free tutoring to eligible
students. Tutoring is offered in mathematics or
reading/language arts. This tutoring takes place outside of
the regular school day. Each provider offers a different
program on different days at different locations. After you
research each of the providers, you will choose the
provider that can best meet the needs of your child.
Tutoring will start within 20 days of processing the
completed SES provider selection form.



How do I apply?
An SES Brochure was mailed to your home on August 5,

2011. The SES Brochure included a list of SES approved
providers, an SES Provider Selection form and a chart to
assist you in choosing an SES Provider. If you did not
receive this information and are interested in free tutoring
for your child, you may obtain an application and a list of
SES Providers from one of the following locations:
* Your child’s school
e The Title I Office - 701 NW 31 Avenue, Fort Lauderdale,

FL 33311
¢ The SES Provider Fair

August 29, 2011 - Crystal Lake Middle

August 30, 2011 - McNicol Middle or

August 31, 2011 - Arthur Ashe Middle
You must return the completed SES Provider Selection
Form on or before Friday, September 9, 2011 to one of the
locations listed above.
If the district receives more SES applications from eligible
students than available funds, the District reserves the
right to prioritize applications received by the deadline.
Priority will be given to students who scored level 1 or 2
on the FCAT in Reading and/or Math.
If you have already completed an SES application, you do
not need to complete another application.
If the district receives more SES applications from eligible
students than available funds, the district reserves the
right to prioritize applications received by the deadline.
Priority will be given to students who scored level 1 or 2
on the FCAT in reading and or math.
How can I learn more?
Please contact the SES facilitator at your child's school or
the Title I Office at 754-321-1400, if you have questions or
need additional information.

FALL PICTURE DAY

Students had the opportunity to take Fall Pictures on
Thursday, September 1. These pictures will include a
student L.D. card that will be utilized for identification
purposes, checking out library books, and purchasing
lunch in the cafeteria. If your child missed the opportunity
to take pictures, a make-up day is scheduled for October 3.

CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT HANDBOOK

Parents and students, beginning with the 2011-2012
school year, the Code of Student Conduct handbook will be
distributed electronically. The Code of Student Conduct
Handbook will be posted beginning July 1, 2011 on the
Broward Schools Web site at www.browardschools.com.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION

Ms. Salazar, Sponsor

Box Tops has helped America's schools earn over $300
million since 1996. We will once again be participating in
this program. Please clip the pink box top coupons from
participating General Mills products. Box tops can be given
to teachers on your team who will place them in Mrs.
Salazar’s mailbox. Money raised by the box top program
will be used for academic incentives for Margate Middle
students. For more information log on to
www.boxtops4education.com

5th Annual
CURRICULUM CARNIVAL

¥

Food * Games * Prizes
Fun for the entire family!

September 22,2011
6:00 - 8:30 PM

FREE & REDUCED LUNCH

Effective October 5, 2011, your child(ren) must pay for
breakfast and lunch unless you completed an application
for Free or Reduced Price Meals by September 21, 2011.
Your family income is used to decide if your child(ren) will
receive free or reduced price meals. Information you give
us is safe and is only used to determine your child’s
eligibility for this benefit. If you have problems completing
the application, ask the school office for help or call 754-
321-0250. Thank you for your cooperation.

ONLINE PAYMENTS FOR LUNCH
Make quick and easy online payments to your children's
meal accounts
e Pay with a Credit Card
e Quick and easy online meal payments with your
child’s FSI number
e Check Your Child's Account Balance
e See What Your Child is Eating
e Receive Account Balance Alerts
www.broward.k12.fl.us/foodservice/
or www.schoolpaymentsolutions.com/
Note: The description of your payment on your statement
will read, SBBC Food & Nutrition.

ONLINE TEXTBOOKS
Textbooks available on Student Portal at
http://beep.browardschools.com

Log into Student Portal and enter username and password
Username and password is same as Virtual Counselor.
Username - 10 digit student ID, Password = student
birthdate mm/dd/yyyy (be sure to include '/'; also
password subject to change by student).
Available Textbooks:

7-12 World Languages

6-12 Science

K-2 Reading

9-12 Reading

K-12 Mathematics

select 6-12 Social Studies
Additional textbooks to become available soon.

S.T.E.M. GRANT for Margate Middle

Press Release

Margate, FL - July 28, 2011 - Margate Middle School, a
Broward County Public Middle School, today announced it
has received $40,000.00 as part of the Innovation



Generation grant program from the Motorola Solutions
Foundation, the charitable arm of Motorola Solutions Inc.
Through the grant, Margate Middle School will supplement
our STEM Magnet program with science and math hands
on projects, field trip opportunities that include local and
state competitions. Approximately 400 students will be
reached.

This year, the program will provide $5.5 million to K-12
programs across the U.S,, including Margate Middle School,
to support hands-on, innovative after-school programs,
science and math clubs, teacher training and mentoring
programs.

The grant writing team members include: Cara Coletti,
Assistant Principal, Nikia Ragin, Magnet Coordinator, Rod
Daniel, Lead Science Teacher and Patrick Gayle, Lead Math
Teacher.

INTERNET ESSENTIALS

Offer to Students on FREE Lunch for reduced Internet
access rate and Computers for $149.00

What is provided as part of this program? COMCAST is
partnering with Broward County Public Schools to offer
low-cost, high speed Internet access directly to the homes
of students who are eligible for Free Lunch. COMCAST will
also make available a computer at a discount and provide
free Internet training to get the students and their families
started! The cost of $9.95 a month plus tax is being made
available for the next three years and include activation
fees and installation.

How will this benefit our students? This program
addresses the “digital divide” by addressing two of the
barriers to connecting to the Internet - access and
computer. These Broward students will be able to access
digital textbooks, check on their assignments, access their
grades, research information and use instructional
learning tools - all available through the Broward
Education Enterprise Portal (BEEP) Student system.

How the Program Works:

1. Families with children enrolled in the free lunch
program can sign up for low-cost, high-speed
Internet service. Cost is $9.95 per month plus tax.

2. These families can also buy a computer at a discount
($149.00). The computer is a NETBOOK with
wireless card.

3. Training is provided at no-cost to the families by
COMCAST

4.  COMCAST will install the service and provide
parental control software that addresses online
security.

5. This offer is available for three school years to
families.

6.  Families must live in areas with COMCAST service.

How does a Family show evidence of qualification and

sign up for the program?
1. Family member calls and 800 number (1-800-765-

6995) and makes arrangements with a COMCAST
representative.

2. Letter of eligibility for Free Lunch distributed by
food service must be sent to COMCAST by the
eligible families.

3. COMCAST provides all installation as part of the
offer at no cost to families.

4. Families decide whether they want to purchase the
NETBOOK at the reduced cost.

How will information be distributed to eligible families?

1. A flyer will be distributed to eligible families who
qualify for free lunch through the Food Services
Department in conjunction with the application for
free lunch.

2. An Internet-Essentials web site
(http://InternetEssentials.com) provides further
details on the program. The Broward Schools
website will also provide information on the
partnership with COMCAST.

3. Parent-Link Message is sent to the families of
students who are enrolled in FREE LUNCH as a
reminder.

4. Information can also be found at public libraries and
community organizations.

For more information, contact: Dr. Jeanine Gendron,
Director of Instructional Technology at 754-321-0475 or
the COMCAST Representation Dawn Stagliano, Director of
Government Affairs and Community Investment at
Dawn_stagliano@cable.comcast.com.

RIDING THE SCHOOL BUS

Mr. Bronstein, Transportation Liaison

Students who ride the school bus run the risk of
disciplinary action if they do not follow a code of
discipline. Repeated offenses may result in being expelled
from riding the bus for the rest of the school year or even
being expelled from school.

The Broward County School Board has a disciplinary
matrix for any problems that may occur on the bus.
Parents are responsible for the behavior of their children
on the way to school and at the bus stop. Students are
expected to be at the bus stop at least 10 minutes before
the scheduled bus stop time. Schools are only required to
provide supervision for 30 minutes before school begins
and 30 minutes after school ends.

Those students eligible to ride the bus are:

o Students in pre-kindergarten disability programs

e Kindergarten through 12th grade students whose homes
are at least 2 miles away from their assigned schools.

Our school bus drivers are responsible for the safety of our
children. This challenging position requires full attention
to their driving while transporting the students. Please
take the time to review proper bus behavior with your
children for everyone’s safety and convenience. If you have
any transportation concerns, please call Mr. Bronstein at
(754)322-3839.

The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis of age, color, disability, gender, national origin,
marital status, race, religion or sexual orientation. Individuals who wish to file a discrimination and/or harassment complaint may call the Director of Equal Educational
Opportunities at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine TTY 754-321-2158. Individuals with disabilities requesting accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) may call Equal Educational Opportunities (EEO) at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine TTY 754-321-2158.
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Complete Free and Reduced Price Meal
Application On-Line

Sign up fer Free or Reduced Price
Meals. Children who qualify for either
free or reduced price meals are eligible
te  receive this benefit ot both
breakfast and lunch each day. In these
tough economic times, mamy people will
qualify for this benefit that may not
have been eligible in the past. You must
complete an application each year for
your child (children) te be considered
for this benefit.

The Multi-Child Application is available
on-line. Paper applications are alse
available.

5o to:
www.broward k12 .fl.us/foodservice or
www.applyforlunch.com

Call the Food and Mutrition Services
Department 754-321-0250 for all Free
and Reduced Price Meals questions.

Ty September, 2011 Ty

Middie School Lunch

Menu subject to chkange due to availability.

Parents are encowraged o prepay for student meals.

Broward County Food and Nutrition Services
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